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On October 20, 2011, the Bedington V.F.D. entered into an agreement with the Berkeley County 
Council known as a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to have to career staff assigned to 
Bedington V.F.D.  This MOU has worked very well since its inception and the Bedington V.F.D. 
has enjoyed a cooperative relationship with its career staff and does not want to have the 
career staff removed from the station.   

 

On January 31, 2019, the Berkeley County Council notified all of the Berkeley County Volunteer 
Fire Departments in writing that the memorandum of understanding (MOU) that had been in 
place for many years was being cancelled by the Council in thirty days.  They further advised 
they would present a new MOU to the V.F.D.’s for consideration in the future.  At the March 
2019 Berkeley County Fire Board meeting, representatives from the V.F.D.’s present were 
provided with the draft MOU the Council had drafted with zero input from the five V.F.D.’s.  As 
one might wonder, how could a legislative body draft an MOU without involving the subject 
matter experts who also happen to be the stake holders? 

 

Over the course of the last year, the Berkeley County Council has been unwilling to sit down 
with the County V.F.D.’s to discuss their proposed MOU and as of January 23, 2020, the 
Bedington V.F.D. has been advised that if they fail to sign the Council’s MOU, the career staff 
will be removed from Station 40 on February 10, 2020.  The failure of the Council to maintain a 
cooperative relationship with the V.F.D.’s has caused an enormous amount of time to be spent 
dealing with an issue that one year ago was a non-issue. 

 

The intent of this correspondence along with the release of all documents associated with this 
impasse is to be completely transparent with the residents of Berkeley County and provide all of 
the details that we can.  Within, you will find a timeline of events as well as all applicable 
documents.   

 


